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By the time she married in 1930 at the age of 24, my granny, Anna Logan, had lived in more than 
24 places. Not neighbouring places in the same parish, or different streets in the same town, but 
places all over Britain from Caithness in the very north of Scotland to Essex in south east England.  

Anna, Madge and Georgie Logan c.1923 
Source: Author

I first learned about the travelling life of Anna and 
her family from my mother, not long azer she had 
been diagnosed with Al’heimerWs disease. ke tal;ed 
a lot about the past in those days- she seemed to 
gather comfort from reMexamining the lives and chalM
lenges of her mother and grandmother before her. 
She tal;ed ozen of her mother Anna and the two 
sisters closest to her, jarGorie and Teorgina, fondM
ly referred to as Auntie jadge and Auntie Teorgie. 
qhe three were best friends, supporting each other 
through all the moves the family made. qheir mothM
er, my greatMgrandmother Annie Strachan, had died 
when they were young and their father, Adam Logan, 
fre“uently moved the family to places all over ScotM
land, England and kales, finding wor; and temporary 
accommodation on farms. HI thin; Adam had a wanM
derlust. ‘e used to come home and tell them, ”pac; 
yer bags lassies, weWre moving again.W qhey thought it 
was an adventure,— my mother told me. 

Around this time I found a birthday boo;1 that had 
belonged to my granny. In it she had recorded lots of 

family birthdays and at the bac; was a list of place namesOeverywhere she remembered living.  
It was common for farm wor;ers to move every six months,2 but the range of these places was 
definitely unusual.  
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List of places in Anna Logan's birthday book. Transcription and locations marked on map of Great Britain.  
Source: Author

jy interest in this part of my family was further pi“ued by my motherWs cryptic suggestions that 
Adam Logan was not approved of by his wife AnnieWs family. Jddly, she always referred to him as 
simply HAdam— and inferred fondly that he was rather a rogue, a ;ind of li;eable blac; sheep. She 
didnWt offer any specific evidence for the Strachan family disapproval, except to note that Adam 
was Ha bit of a heathen.— ‘er suspicions were confirmed in the 1923 will3 of :ohn Strachan, brother 
of Annie, made several years azer her death, which statedF 

I be“ueath a legacy of £izy pounds to each of my nephews and nieces who shall 
survive me, children of my brothers and sisters with the exception of the children 
of Adam Logan, who was married to my sister Ann, who are not to benefit from my 
Estate.

I also found the will4 of AnnieWs eldest sister.  jargaret Strachan was not “uite as specific in her 
exclusion, but she lez a legacy of 580 each to four of her nine nieces, with no mention of Annie 
and AdamWs daughters. 

And so the travels of Adam Logan and his status as family blac; sheep became a fascination.  qhis 
is his story.  
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Two Farming Families

Annie Strachan and Adam Logan, probably on 
their wedding day, 1897. Source: Author.

In 179K Adam married my greatMgrandmother Annie 
6err Strachan.8 ‘e was 20 years her senior, a widower 
with six children. Annie was born in £yvie, AberdeenM
shire in 17D7,D the seventh of ten children of :ohn 
Strachan and Christian Uonald. qhe Strachans were 
tenant farmers at Cardenwell in £yvie for four generaM
tionsK from 1K7D until 1923. Several of :ohn and ChrisM
tian StrachanWs children distinguished themselves in 
ways that were a little unusual for farming families of 
the time. qhe eldest, :ohn, too; over the tenancy of 
Cardenwell azer the death of his father in 17927 and 
farmed there until he retired in 1923.9 ‘is obituary 
in 192910 describes him as a member of a HdistinM
guished family.H Li;e many of the Strachans he was 
a deeply religious man, Ha devoted elder of £yvie R.
£.11 Church for almost thirtyMfive years.— :ames12 and 
(obert13 were both distinguished scholars who went 
on to become £ree Church ministers and professors. 
Eli’abeth Strachan was one of the first four women to 

graduate from Aberdeen Rniversity in 1797.14 She and two other sisters, jargaret and Christina, 
became teachers. 

qhe Logans were also a farming family, deeply rooted in Ayrshire. Adam Logan )b. 1747Y18 was 
the ninth of ten children born to Andrew Logan and jargaret Campbell. ‘is father was a tenant 
farmer at £arden killiam in 6ir;michael, Ayrshire from before 1741 until his death in 1779.1D At 
the time of Andrew LoganWs death only three of his six sons were livingOkilliam )b. 173KY, Adam 
and (obert )b. 178DY. killiam was coMtenant of £arden killiam with his father in 17K8,1K but by 
1771 he had his own farm17 in nearby Straiton, Ayr. ffioungest son (obert was coMtenant with his 
father by 177819 and too; over £arden killiam azer Andrew died.20 Adam had no association with 
£arden killiam azer he married his first wife, Agnes Terrand, in 17DK.21 In 17K1 he was farming 
ten acres at nearby ‘igh jossend farm22, and by 177123 he was farming 30 acres and living in 
Anvil Cottage in 6ir;michael with Agnes and six children. 
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Adam Logan’s Family Tree

The Travels Begin

AdamWs travelling life started sometime between 1771 and 1791, most li;ely due to the diPculties 
of ma;ing a living on small Ayrshire farms. I didnWt find any mention of him in newspapers or 
valuation rolls in that decade- however, I thought that his daughter :essie )b. 17KDY,24 probably 
died sometime in that period. She didnWt appear in any later census, and Adam later had another 
daughter named :essie with Annie Strachan. qhe only possible death I found was in 1778 in the 
Torbals. At first glance this seemed unli;ely as the Torbals was a densely populated suburb of 
Tlasgow, notorious for overcrowded and unsanitary living conditions, a far cry from life on an 
Ayrshire farm. But the death certificate28 was clearF :essie Logan, daughter of Adam Logan and 
Agnes Terrand, died aged eight, of measles and congestion of lungs, at 3KD Crown Street, Torbals. 
I did not find any family connection in the Torbals, and concluded that Adam, li;e many other sons 
from farming families, had moved to the city to find a better paid Gob in the industries, factories 
or doc;s of Tlasgow. In any case, he didnWt last long there, and by 17912D he was in Stoc;, Essex, 
about 400 miles away, wor;ing at Crondon ‘all farm as a dairy manager.  

qhe migration of Scots farmers to Essex in the late 19th century was an ozMdiscussed topic in the 
newspapers of that time. qhe farmer at Crondon ‘all was :ohn ‘odge, an Ayrshire man who had 
arrived in Essex in 177D. In an interview with the Essex ‘erald in 17772K he explainedF Hqimes were 
so bad in ScotlandOprices were low and rents highOthat I came to see what I could do in Essex.— 
By 1790 qhe Uerby Uaily qelegraph was reporting a HScots Invasion of Essex—27  noting that Hthey 
all come from Ayrshire, and are s;illed dairy farmers, they will no doubt ma;e their new holdings 
pay.—

And so the beginning of Adam LoganWs travelling life is explained. qhere were advertisements 
for farms to let and for experienced farm labourers in Scottish newspapers at the time. A nearby 
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railway station was ozen mentioned- by the 1770s the rail system was wellMestablished and travel 
to most places across Britain was possible.29 And Ayrshire farmers already in Essex were doubtless 
well connected with the farming community bac; home, so itWs not diPcult to imagine how Adam 
came by an opportunity to move his family and see; a better living. ‘owever, unli;e many of the 
Ayrshire farmer who made the move then stayed in Essex, Adam was soon on the move again. 
In 1793 he was living at Chilton £arm in ‘ungerford, Ber;shire, about 100 miles away,30 and by 
179D he was bac; in Scotland, wor;ing as a farm overseer at £yvie Castle jains )‘ome £armY in 
Aberdeenshire. In :anuary 179K his wife Agnes died.31 In November of that year he married Annie 
Strachan, who was living in nearby !ar;burn Cottage. By early 1797 Adam and Annie had moved to 
Ardoch, !erthshire. qheir daughter Christina was born there on D jarch that year,32 and a second 
daughter Eli’abeth in jarch 1799.33 I wondered if the Strachan disapproval may have begun with 
the marriage of pregnant Annie to a recently widowed man 20 years her senior, who must have 
seemed to be Gust passing through. 

Map of Fyvie showing Cardenwell Farm, Home Farm and Parkburn. Ordnance 
Survey, One-inch “Popular” edition, Scotland, Sheet 40 – Inverurie & Ellon, Pub-
lication Date: 1929. Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of 

Scotland. https://maps.nls.uk/view/74400635.
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The Gloucestershire-Monmouth Years

By 1901, Adam, Annie and their two daughters were bac; in England, at ‘olms £arm, Lydney, 
Tloucestershire.34 qhe family stayed at ‘olms £arm until sometime in 1903- children :essie and 
Ian were born there in 190138 and 19023D respectively. By 1904 Adam was wor;ing at nearby Chase 
£arm in qidenham near Chepstow. Uaughter jarGorie was born in there in 1904.3K 

Map of the Monmouth area showing places Adam Logan and his family lived from 
1901–1906, including Chepstow, Tidenham and Lydney. Ordnance Survey Quarter Inch 

to the Mile Maps, 3rd edition, 1919-1930, Sheet 8 - Midlands (S.) Publication date: 
1920. Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland. https://ma

ps.nls.uk/view/74400635. 
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1908 was a challenging year for Adam and his family. In jay he was fined 8s for Hoffending 
against the Education Act,— most li;ely for not sending his children to school.37 Anathema to 
the wellMeducated Strachans… In August AnnieWs brother, Alexander, who had been living with 
them and wor;ing on the farm, died of sunstro;e, aged 37.39  qhere were several reports of his 
death in the Aberdeenshire newspapers,40 noting that he was Ha very wellM;nown man in the 
£yvie neighbourhood,— and extending Hmuch sympathy?to his widowed mother, who still resides 
at Cardenwell.— qhe inventory of AlexanderWs estate41 states that he was owed 570 by Adam Logan 
for his wor; at Chase £arm, but that Adam Logan was Hinsolvent.— In September a notice appeared 
in the Chepstow kee;ly Advertiser advertising an auction at Chase £arm.42 jr. £red :olliffe, 
Hqrustee to the Estate of jr. Adam Logan,— had instructed auctioneers to sell Hthe whole of the live 
and dead farming stoc;?together with a nearlyMnew collection of Agricultural Implements, Uairy 
Rtensils and ‘ousehold furniture.—  All AdamWs worldly goods were being sold, probably without 
his consent. In Jctober 1908 Adam sued £red :olliffe for 17s, a wee;Ws wages, and for an additional 
17s for being dismissed without notice.43  ‘e was awarded the wee;Ws wages, but not the additional 
17s, as jr. :olliffe argued that he had dismissed Adam Logan Hon account of his conduct.— Adam 
must have lez Chase £arm by late 1908. Anna Logan was born on 1 :anuary 190D44 at 2 Agincourt 
Street, jonmouth )about 12 miles from Chase £armY. I was not able to confirm precisely when 
they lez the jonmouth area but itWs very li;ely that the series of unfortunate events of 1908 drove 
them north not long azer Anna was born. 

Anna’s List

qhe next stop for the family was katten, Caithness, D00 miles away and the first place on Anna 
LoganWs list.  kho or what enticed Adam to the top of Scotland remains a mystery, but more 
family lore from my mother assisted me with what happened next. In 1909 the Logans were 
in katten and Annie was pregnant. She was not doing well and was sent to Logie Buchan in 
Aberdeenshire Hfor the good air,— li;ely to be loo;ed azer by someone they ;new. (esearch yielded 
only a Hperhaps—F Teorge Strachan, the railway stationmaster in Logie Buchan, and his wife jary 
may have been AnnieWs carers.  She gave birth to Teorgina jary on 2 :une 48 and died five days 
later of peritonitis.4D Adam was now a widower for the second time, with seven young children, 
including a newborn baby.  

In jarch 1911 tragedy struc; again when AdamWs eldest daughter, Christina, died of pneumonia, 
aged 13.4K  jy mother ozen tal;ed about how diPcult it was for Adam. HIt was terrible when 
Chrissie diedOshe was li;e a mother to the younger ;ids. ‘ow did he copeOa man on his own 
with no womanO— she would say. qhe family was living in Aberdeen that year, but in the 1911 
census47 Teorgina was not listed. I searched for her separately and found her aged two, a Hboarder— 
living with a jc6ay family in katten.49 jy mother had never mentioned this so I prodded her 
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again and showed her the census.  She suddenly lit up and exclaimed, HJh yes… qhat was before 
Teorgie came bac;.— khen the family lez katten for Aberdeen, Teorgie was lez behind with the 
jc6ays, reGoining the family again when she was about five. I am still loo;ing for a connection.  

qhe next few moves the family made too; them through the korld kar 1 years. I expected to find 
that they moved around less- Adam was in his D0s and the recruitment of young men into the armed 
forces depleted the labour supply and may have made it easier for an older man to find wor;.80 But 
a Hhome base— Gust never seemed to be part of the plan. Between 1914 and 191D the family spent 
time in 6ilmarnoc;, North Berwic;81 and jaud82 in Scotland, then by late 191D they had moved 
to North kales and then to Leicester in 191K.83 I was not able to definitely confirm every place 
on Anna LoganWs list, but I am confident that they did move to all the places on her list in the 
order that she wrote them.  In 1917 Adam made a return to Essex and then moved to keybridge in 
Surrey. By 1919 they were bac; in Scotland with stops in Elgin, 6ir;liston, and Stow.84 In 1920 the 
family were in kest kycombe, Buc;inghamshire and :essie Logan became the first of the family 
to find a Hhome base— of her own, marrying :ames :ac; there.88

In :uly of 1921, living at ‘aggerston, Berwic;MuponMqweed, Adam courted controversy again. 
‘e sued the farmer at Judenarde, his previous employer, for 580,8D claiming that he had been 
underpaid for his services. qhe farmer contended that Adam was unfit for the wor; underta;en, 
and that his daughter )AnnaY was only 18 years of age and not a trained dairy woman. Adam li;ely 
had to contend with such problems ozen in his travels- ads for farm wor;ers ozen specified either 
a single man, or a married man with a wife who could also wor; in the dairy. As a widower with 
young children, he may have had to tell some white lies about his situation to get wor;.  

Anna Logan in 
May, 1924.  Source: 
Author.

qhe family spent the years between 1921 and 1923 in the Scottish Borders, 
with spells in Uumfries, ‘awic; and 6elso. By 1924 they lived in Strathpeffer, 
confirmed by a photo, inscribed on the bac; in her own handwritingF Hjiss 
Anna Logan, 6innahaird, Strathpeffer, (ossMshire. qa;en jay 1924.—

£rom Strathpeffer the family moved to qorbrec;, Inverness. Ian and Eli’abeth 
)BessieY both married there in 192D8K and 193287 respectively. AdamWs final 
move was sometime before 1930 with jadge, Teorgie and Anna to £indowrie, 
near Brechin, Angus,89 where all three daughters wor;ed in the dairy. In 1930 
Anna married Teorge Stewart,D0 and settled in Brechin. qhe last four places on 
her list are addresses she lived at with Teorge and their four children. Adam 
died at £indowrie, aged 73,D1 living long enough to see the birth of AnnaWs first 
child, my mother, in 1931. Adam is said to have told Anna that Hshe would ma;e 
an auld man very happy if she could name her wee girl azer her grandmother.— 
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And so my mother was named Annie Strachan Stewart, and bore the burden of those initials until 
she was old enough to change her first name to HNan.—

Legacy of a Black Sheep

Adam Logan c. 1928. Source: Author.

Several events in this story could explain the 
Strachan  family  disapproval  of  Adam,  but  I 
recently  added  a  final  crucial  piece.  Azer  a 
bit more “uestioning about Teorgie, a family 
source shared thisF azer Annie died, one of her 
brothers offered to ta;e newborn Teorgie and 
threeMyearMold Anna. Adam is reputed to have 
announced, HNo child of mine will be singing in 
the street…—D2 ‘e then too; off again to katten 
with his family, where he lez Teorgie with the 
jc6ays. Aha?

I thin; of my greatMgrandfather as a strong and 
feisty man who had a diPcult life. jy grandM
mother Anna reportedly always tal;ed of her 
father with the greatest respect.  And indeed, 
despite the family disapproval, and through all 
the challenges, he always provided for his family. 
A favourite photo is of the Logan sisters, ta;en 
around 1930. qhey loo; happy and, as my mother 
would have said, Htidy,— in their Sunday best.  And AdamWs legacy is Logan roots across Britain and 
elsewhere. Bessie settled in Inverness, :essie in the Scottish Borders, Ian in St Albans and Anna 
in Brechin.  jadge went to Canada and Teorgie to Australia.  qheir stories are in my motherWs 
photo collection and will be told. 
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The Logan Sisters c.1930.  L to R: Madge, Bessie, Jessie, Anna 
and Georgie.  Source: Author.
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